Signature Programs – More Answers (using RMRW as the example)
Use of Current or Upcoming Branded Version

Can counties conduct Real Money Real World with current materials, or should they wait for the updated branded, revised version?
Yes, counties can conduct RMRW with current materials. We do not want to hold up educational opportunities or have scheduled programs postponed based on availability of branded materials. CommTech is working on templates that include the appropriate branding. Some of this material should be available to download locally, and other materials can be obtained from CommTech. Each Signature Program team has $2,500 to support its efforts.
Once branding happens (we are told March 1 for the first RMRW pieces, other pieces to follow at later dates once monies become available), MUST they use the branded materials instead of what they have? (Many counties have already invested several hundred dollars in booth signs, and new branded booth signs may also cost several hundred dollars.)
We don’t expect counties to waste their investments. On the other hand, you are encouraged to work with CommTech to see if they can offer low-cost or no-cost options to help incorporate branding into materials/signs already in hand. Also remember to factor in these costs as cost recovery whenever possible to generate funds that cover program costs.
Questions have arisen about whether to use “4-H” or “FCS” colors in the branding, since this is now an All-Extension program.
Our Signature Programs are intended to be supported through multi-programmatic efforts, and they draw on multi-disciplinary resources and expertise. Therefore, more generic approaches to branding (emphasizing Extension) would be more appropriate, rather than limiting usage to color schemes used by one program.
Can people use the RMRW podcast created in blended e-learning last month, or do Signature Program marketing and Web pieces need to go through CommTech? NOTE: Different entities are currently developing different Web-based pieces and posting them in various places.
Yes, you should feel free to use podcasts already created for RMRW. Of course, there are additional options for providing access to our various digital and electronic educational resources and materials. CommTech can help identify these options and which ones would work best for various applications and audiences. CommTech could also help in evaluating and improving upon the quality of these resources.

IRB - What are administrative expectations relative to Signature Programs?
RMRW had an IRB two years ago, which we let expire once the research study was completed. Since RMRW is now a signature program (and not under a current IRB) and people from all counties will again be gathering data to report to stakeholders and in URS, must we do a new IRB? If we do, including all counties would be cumbersome. Or, should educators who want to use the data for presentations do their own IRB procedure? We currently have educators who are reluctant to move forward because of the IRB issue.
If educators plan on collecting data to use in research for developing presentations for conferences and writing articles for publication, they will need to submit their proposed research study to IRB.
