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Ohio NACAA 2008 Annual Meeting & Professional Improvement Conference

July, 2008 in Greensboro, North Carolina
OSU Extension is proud of the achievements of its Extension Professionals who participated in the 2008 Annual Meeting & Professional Improvement Conference for the National Association of County Extension Professionals.  The NACAA Conference held in Greensboro from July 13-17 was filled with outstanding achievements from OSU Extension Agriculture & Natural Resource Extension Educators.
Journal of NACAA
A new electronic journal was started this year by NACAA and four Ohio Extension professionals made history by being published in this new journal.  Each journal article was reviewed by three professional peers from across the country.  Nineteen papers were accepted this year with three from Ohio.  Please visit the new journal site at http://www.nacaa.com/journal/  Congratulations to:
Ohio Grape & Labor Management Study

David L. Marrison & Maurus V. Brown

Soil Quality Comparison of Organic and Conventional Farming Systems in Northwest Ohio

Alan P. Sundermeier

Street Tree Resource Evaluation and Education Trust (STREET)

Steven C. Prochaska & Melinda Hoffman (OSU Student)
NACAA Search for Excellence Awards

Congratulations to three OSU Extension teams for receiving a NACAA Search for Excellence Award.  The winners were:
· "The Agriculture Reality Store" program was selected as the national winner in the Search for Excellence in 4-H Youth category. Team members are John Grimes, Becky Cropper, David Dugan, and Nikki Eyre. 

· "Building for the Successful Transition of Your Agricultural Business" was selected as a national finalist in the Search for Excellence in Farm and Ranch Financial Management awards program. Team members are David Marrison, Chris Zoller, Don Breece, Chris Bruynis, Jeff McCutcheon, Barry Ward, Julia Woodruff, and Mike Gastier. 

· The Soil Quality Workshop program won the Search for Excellence in Sustainable Agriculture for the North Central Region. Team members are Bruce Clevenger, Jim Hoorman, Chris Bruynis, Rafiq Islam, and Alan Sundermeier. 
Life Members

Congratulations to Elmer Olsen who has served as the Chair-Elect for the past year for NACAA Life Members.   Elmer will serve as the National Chair for 2008-2009.  Elmer lives in London, Ohio.  Congratulations to Elmer for his national leadership for NACAA life members!

NACAA Communications Awards

Ohio once again showed its strength as nine Ohio entries advanced to the National competition for the NACAA Communication Awards program as North Central Winners.  This is an amazing accomplishment considering there are only 14 categories and 12 states in our region.  Region winners were:

Category 1: Radio program            
Jonah Johnson

Category 2: Photo & Caption             
David Marrison

Category 3: Presentation                
Marissa Mullet

Category 6: Feature story               
Alan Sundermeier

Category 7: Individual Newsletter      
David Marrison

Category 8: Team Newsletter            
Andy Kleinschmidt

Category 9: Video/TV                    
Alan Sundermeier

Category 10: Factsheet        

David Marrison

Category 13: Learning module           Alan Sundermeier

We are pleased to announce David Marrison was selected as the National Winner for Published Photo and Marissa Mullet was a National Finalist for Computer Generated Graphics. Congratulations to David and Marissa.

Distinguished Service Award Winners
Congratulations to Randy Zondag (Horticulture Extension Educator in Lake County) and John Grimes (Agricultural Extension Educator in Highland County) for being selected as NACAA Distinguished Service Award Winners.  The purpose of the Distinguished Service Award is to recognize the outstanding service of NACAA members with at least 10 years of service.  Ohio is eligible to nominate two members each year.
Achievement Award Winner

Congratulations to Harold Watters (Agriculture & Natural Resources Extension Educator in Champaign County) for being selected as a NACAA Achievement Award winner.  The purpose of the Achievement Award Program is to encourage and recognize excellence for NACAA members with less than ten years of service.  Congratulations to Harold for being Ohio’s recipient.

National PRIDE Winner
Congratulations to Mark Mechling, Extension Education in Muskingum County for being the national winner for the Public Relations in Daily Efforts (PRIDE) competition.  The PRIDE award recognizes NACAA members or team of members for outstanding use of public relations in improving the understanding of agriculture in their communities.  Congratulations Mark!

2008 NACAA SARE Fellow Award

Mike Gastier from Huron County has been selected as a 2008 NACAA/SARE Fellow representing the North Central Region of NACAA.  This is a great honor as only four individuals are selected for this two year program.  Mike will attend seminars in the spring and fall of each year.  This award includes air travel, meals, and lodging.  Mike will also receive a complete USDA SARE library courtesy of the Sustainable Agriculture Network (SAN) in Washington, DC and a $1,500 stipend to be used for program support, materials or hardware.  Congratulations to Mike!
Ohio Leaders in NACAA

Ohio has always been very active as leaders for the NACAA national committees.  The following members have provided leadership this past year and/or will provide leadership for the upcoming year (see next page).  Thanks to each of these members for keeping our organization on the move.

2007-2008 National Committee Leadership

Mike Hogan:

Council Chair for NACAA Program Recognition Council



Presides over the 4-H & Youth, Communications, Extension 

Programs, Professional Excellence, Public Relations, 

Recognition & Awards & Scholarship Committees

Chris Bruynis:

National Chairman for Scholarship Committee

Chris Penrose:  
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for 4-H and Youth Committee
Gary Wilson:
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for Communications

Committee
2008-2009 National Committee Leadership

Mike Hogan:

Council Chair for NACAA Program Recognition Council



Presides over the 4-H & Youth, Communications, Extension 

Programs, Professional Excellence, Public Relations, 

Recognition & Awards & Scholarship Committees

Chris Bruynis:

National Chairman for Scholarship Committee

Gary Graham:
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for Natural Resources

Committee

David Marrison:
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for the Agricultural

 


Economics & Community Development Committee
Mark Mechling:
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for Public Relations

Committee
Chris Penrose:  
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for 4-H and Youth Committee

Alan Sundermeier:
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for Scholarship Committee

Gary Wilson:
North Central Region Vice-Chairman for Communications

Committee
Scholarly Presentations
The following Educators were accepted for scholarly presentations at the 2008 NACAA AM/PIC.  

Agriculture Reality Store

David Dugan, John Grimes, Becky Cropper, and Nikki Eyre. 

Balancing the Political Demands of a County Extension Director Position

Chris Bruynis

Creating a Better Understanding of Agriculture in your Community
Mark Mechling

Identifying Programmatic Opportunities for Extension Through Focus

Howard Siegrist

Impact of Teaching Soil Quality Concepts in a Hands-on Workshop Using Post-Event Multimedia Technology

Alan Sundermeier, Bruce Clevenger, Jim Hoorman, Chris Bruynis, and Rafiq Islam
Technological Solutions to Problems Associated with Application of Pesticides

Dr. Erdal Ozkan

Tri-State Organic IPM Video Series

Alan Sundermeier

Poster Presentations

Ohio had 16 posters accepted for this year’s competition.  110 posters were exhibited at this year’s conference (63 in the Extension Educational division and 47 in the Applied Research Division).  Ohio had three national winners in the Extension Education division (1st, 2nd, North Central Region Winner).  The following Educators presented poster presentations at the 2008 NACAA AM/PIC.  
Seeing is Believing with Pesticide Applicator Training

Erik Draper, David Marrison & Randy Zondag (National Winner for Extension Education)
Enhancing Ohio Dairy Profitability with Artisan Cheese

David Marrison, Terry Kline & Abbey Averill (National Runner-up for Extension Education)
Ohio Farm Women Learn Skills to Improve Communication within Farm Family Businesses

Julia Woodruff & Doris Herringshaw (North Central Region Winner for Extension Education)
Conducting a Soil Quality Workshop

Alan Sundermeier, Chris Bruynis, Bruce Clevenger, Jim Hoorman & Rafiq Islam
Determining the Economic Impact of the Ohio Grape & Wine Industry

David Marrison

Educating Producers on the Benefits of Growing Primocane Fruiting Blackberries

Maurus Brown, Shawn Wright, & Steve Prochaska

Establishing the “Why Trees Matter” Program

Jim Chatfield & Erik Draper

Higher Input Prices Result in Greater Economic Incentives for Precision Agriculture

John Barker

Master Gardener School Grant Program:  Providing “Seed” Money for Classrooms

Mark Mechling

Measuring Pasture Growth in Ohio

Jeff McCutcheon

On-Farm Trials, Increasing Corn Populations with Twinned Rows in Ohio

Harold Watters, Steve Foster, Andy Kleinschmidt, Gary Prill, & John Yost

Renovating Equine Exercise Lots to Reduce Soil Erosion and Nutrient Runoff

Gary Wilson & Jim Hoorman

The Effect of Cover Crops on PSNT Levels and Corn Yields in Wyandot County, Ohio

Chris Bruynis & Jim Hoorman

The Effect of Field Edge Habitat on Soybean Insect Predator Population

Alan Sundermeier
Wages & Benefits for Farm Employees- A Summary of Ohio Farm Operators

Chris Zoller & Barry Ward
