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The OSU Extension Why Trees Matter Signature Program was started in 2005, and currently involves OSUE educators and specialists in the ANR, CD, and 4-H program areas. Why Trees Matter focuses on the economic, environmental and social benefits of trees to Ohio citizens and communities. With the teachable moment for Ohioans about the importance of invasive species such as the emerald ash borer, the development of tools such as i-Tree models for estimating the environmental services of trees, and the emerging emphasis of green infrastructure for sustainability, the time for Why Trees Matter is now.

What have we done with the Why Trees Matter Program to date?

The following is a brief history of our projects.

The Ohio Street Tree Evaluation Program (OSTEP)
Why Trees Matter started at the OSU Extension Center at Wooster when the description of the OSU Street Tree Evaluation Program, conducted from the 1960s-1990s, was seen not only as arboricultural research on tree growth and survival – but in the additional light of transforming communities with regard to the economic, environmental and social values of those trees to the people living there. This led to the Next STEP and eventually to Why Trees Matter as ANR and CD converged. Today OSTEP includes evaluations of more than 130 street tree plots throughout Ohio – 96 of them for more than 40 years.
The Master Gardener Tree Specialization Program
This program, spearheaded by OSU Extension – Summit County Educator Denise Ellsworth, included more than 23 counties and more than 70 Master Gardener volunteers and educators in an 18-month intensive series of programs and activity projects in 2006-2007. This group is now involved in developing, testing, and delivering educational modules on tree identification, tree selection, and the benefits of trees (Why Trees Matter). These modules in development will be introduced at an in-service in Wooster on November 6-7 and at the signature program sessions during the OSU Extension Annual Conference. Chapters and PowerPoint presentations on Why Trees Matter will also be included in the 2009 version of the state Master Gardener Volunteer Manual.

Why Trees Matter Forum
Our third annual Forum was held on October 15 at the OSU’s Ohio Agricultural Research and Development Center in Wooster, with more than 100 in attendance (including 20+ OSU Extension educators and program assistants). The Forums include nationally recognized speakers – this year, featuring Dr. Kathy Wolf of the University of Washington speaking on the “Social Impacts of Community Forests” and Greg Ina of Davey Tree speaking on “How Trees Matter: i-Tree Case Studies Nationwide.” Forums also focus on results of Why Trees Matter research and Extension projects here in Ohio and on experiential getting-to-know trees tours of OSU’s Secrest Arboretum in Wooster.

i-Tree Analyses in Ohio Communities
This powerful tool (itreetools.org) was developed and is being tested by the U.S. Forest Service, Davey Tree Expert Company of Kent, Ohio, the National Arbor Day Foundation, and the International Society of Arboriculture’s Society of Municipal Arborists. It has many features, including software to help communities intensively manage their community forests; but one simple feature (treecalculator) provides estimates in dollar figures of the environmental services (storm-water remediation, energy savings, air quality benefits, carbon sequestration) using as simple a data set as tree species and diameter at breast height (dbh).
With some caveats, this simple tool allows trained community volunteers to clearly show Why Trees Matter. Steve Prochaska of OSU Extension – Crawford County, Barb Mills and Thais Reiff of OSU Extension – Greene County, Amy Stone of OSU Extension – Lucas County, Erik Draper of OSU Extension – Geauga County, and many others – working with Davis Sydnor, Sakthi Subburayalu and Kathy Smith of the OSU School of Environment and Natural Resources, have completed i-Tree analyses of areas within Ohio communities that have become useful tools to show the impacts of trees on these communities. Check out these studies on our Web site: www.treesmatter.osu.edu. 

The TREE (Tree Research Evaluation and Extension) Plots at Secrest Arboretum
One of the “dirty little secrets” of horticulture is that we do not do a good enough job evaluating plant materials for sustainability. OSU has always had a strong presence in this arena with the Shade Tree Evaluation Plot at Secrest Arboretum in Wooster, and with leadership in the National Crabapple Evaluation Program, and other plant evaluation plots at Secrest Arboretum, Chadwick Arboretum in Columbus, and with county Extension offices statewide. But we need to build on that leadership. Why Trees Matter, in cooperation with OARDC’s Secrest Arboretum and others, has conducted a number of planning exercises to focus on target tree evaluation programs. These will commence in 2009 with groundbreaking for a new Aescularium (buckeye and horse chestnut) plot, followed in succeeding years by dogwood, maple, linden, oak and other species plots.
Why Trees Matter Youth Programming
A relatively recent development is the inclusion of youth programming under the leadership of Sharon Strouse, Lynn Vogel and Ken Cochran. Some of the projects underway include:
*Pilot program with second- and third-graders at Secrest Arboretum in September. One third-grader’s review: “Why Trees Matter is making my brain explode!”
*OSU Extension – Holmes County Why Trees Matter 4-H Camp at Camp Ohio, June 7-11, 2009.

*Additional projects proposed with high school students in Kent, with northeast Ohio Montessori schools, with middle school students in conjunction with the MAT program at Earlham College, Chippewa Local School District, and a school tree inventory program.

*Educators in northeast Ohio are proposing Camp Whitewood 4-H camp programming oriented around Why Trees Matter.
Additional Projects
From the Signature Tree program inauguration in Spring 2009 (silver linden, pagoda dogwood, and red buckeyes sold as a fund raiser for tree research at Ohio State) to working with Community Development specialists Bill Grunkemeyer and Myra Moss on the comprehensive plan for development West Carrollton … from team study tours (Brooklyn, Chicago and Sacramento in recent years) to a tremendous range of Why Trees Matter presentation and publication opportunities… Why Trees Matter has plenty of creative ideas for involvement.
So, do you see yourself and your programs anywhere in this matrix? Do you see how you can provide indicators (economic benefits of tree projects in your community using i-Tree tools, participation in Master Gardener and emerald ash borer-related Why Trees Matter training in your communities, use of educational modules for community programming)?
How does an educator, program assistant, or specialist get involved in Why Trees Matter? Let us count just 10 of the diverse ways…
1. Select a specific area for a Bang for the Bucks mini-tree inventory analysis.

2. Get involved in Master Gardener Why Trees Matter programs.

3. Conduct or host a Tree ID, Tree Selection, or Tree Planting/Maintenance program.

4. Join in on some of the developing Why Trees Matter 4-H opportunities.

5. Identify a potential Why Trees Matter partner program or agency in your county.

6. Get involved in the OSUE TREE (Tree Research Evaluation and Extension) plot.

7. Come “arborize” with us at OSTEP (Ohio Street Tree Evaluation Program) plots.

8. Conduct or host an Edible TreeScape program in your county and communities.

9. Write a short Why Trees Matter newsletter blurb on a special tree in your county.

10. Attend a Why Trees Matter meeting. Here are a few upcoming dates:

November 6-7
Master Gardener WTM Module Training, Wooster 
November 13
Team Meeting in Wooster

December 17
WTM Presentation at Annual Conference
January 7-8
Team Retreat and Planning Session, Holmes County

February 12
Team Meeting, Kingwood
March 19
Team Meeting, Dawes
April 16
Team Meeting, Bucyrus
April 20-22
WTM Presentation at NACDEP, San Diego
May 21
Team Meeting, Columbus
June 18
Team Meeting, Klyns Nursery, Lake County

Contact us at chatfield.1@osu.edu or conglose.1@osu.edu.
